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It is somewhat startling to 
note that we are already 
approaching the end of 
the fi rst decade of the 
New Millennium. We do 
so amidst the unfortunate 
stresses of broad eco-
nomic uncertainty, which 
are thankfully accompa-
nied by various fortunate 
local developments 
affecting the future of the 
Northeast PA region. 

One of these is the fact 
that new faces are ap-
pearing on the AIAPA 
Northeast Chapter Board 
of Directors. It is terrifi c 
to see more and more 
people genuinely interest-
ed in learning about, par-
ticipating in, and getting 
to know their profession 
as well as their profes-
sional peers through 
the many avenues that 
the AIA makes available. 
Welcome one and all and 
may this trend continue 
for many years to come. 

We also note several 
interesting events relating 
to the architectural com-
munity.  The newly formed 
School of Architecture at 
Marywood University is 
swinging into place, most 
recently through ongo-
ing renovations to what 
will become the facilities 
that house the school. 
These renovations are 
being done while carrying 
a commitment to achiev-
ing the LEED Gold level of 
the USGBC’s LEED rating 

President’s Message

system. Marywood will be hosting a tour of the facilities 
for the AIAPA Northeastern Chapter program event on 
March 4th. An educational program describing ‘chilled 
beam’ technology will also be offered. Green construction 
benefi ts our environment, which means that when such 
initiatives are taken on by entities, such as Marywood 
University, we may all count ourselves as being among 
the benefi ciaries.

In the same green vein, a joint effort by the AIA North-
eastern Chapter and the American Society of Professional 
Engineers present the NEPA Green Exchange to be held 
at Luzerne County Community College on March 19, 
2009. This one day event is intended for local homeown-
ers, business owners, architects, and engineers alike. 
Attendees will be able to meet with and hear from ven-
dors and speakers who represent regional government, 
area business people, and practitioners of green design. 
These people will be participating by speaking, offering 
seminars, and providing displays to promote what prom-
ises to be a stimulating exchange of information on green 
resources.  Learn about and experience how state of the 
art green energy incentives, construction engineering 
products, and professional services are evolving. These 
changes affect how energy and resources are being uti-
lized and conserved through what we build, in how we put 
it together, and in the ways in which we choose to live and 
work in our environment. 

By:  Avery Gretton, AIA President, NEPA AIA 

“All fi ne 
architectural 
values are 
human values, 
else not 
valuable.”

Frank Lloyd Wright   

Photograph courtesy of Google Images
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The NEPA Green Exchange – Schedule of Events (subject to change) 
Time Description Topic 
5:00 Joint AIA/PSPE Dinner LEED Accreditation / Certification Information (1CEU) 
6:00 Beginning Speakers LCCC President, Introductory speaker 

  Local Chamber of Commerce, Introductory speaker
  Eddie Pashinski, NEPA Green Exchange Keynote Speaker 

6:45 Vendor Displays  
7:00 Breakout Session #1 Green Roof Systems 

  PV / Hydronics Solar Panel Systems 
  High Efficiency Lighting & Appliances, EPSCO Suppliers 

7:00 Concurrent Ind. Ben Franklin Technology Partners and SEF, Speakers 
7:30 Vendor Displays  
7:45 Breakout Session #2 Environmental Acoustics / Recyclable Ceilings (1CEU) 

  Lighting Controls / Daylighting 
  Green Residential Homes  
  Green Public Policy and Building Code 

8:45 Vendor Displays  
9:00 Event Ends  

 
Co-sponsored by: 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

                                                                                                         

NEPA Green Exchange Event Schedule
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Allen Mullins attended his fi rst AIA PA Board meeting that 
began with an orientation of new members in Harrisburg. 
Caroline Boyce, Executive Director explained the responsi-
bilities of board members and introduced staff-members, 
Rebekah Waddell, Fran Harris and Alyssa Wright and 
explained the structure of the staffed offi ce. Fran Harris 
gave an enlighten overview of important legislation at the 
State Capital and encouraged individual membership for 
fi nancial support of AIA PA Political Action Committee 
(PAC). 

The board meeting focused on the secretary and trea-
sure’s reports, 2009 budget, Presidents report, govern-
ment affairs committee agenda and the proposed design 
of the AIA PA offi ce plan for relocation. 

A lengthy discussion was paid to “revenue protection 
and enhancement” because of the short fall in last years 
budget which resulted in the lack of suffi cient attendance 
at scheduled AIA PA UCC seminars. Fortunately, the orga-
nization has backup funds that will cushion the resultant 
red ink. After a great deal of discussion, with many ideas 
expressed back and forth and thoughts about the rising 
cost in the 2009 budget, the board members passed the 
budget for 2009.

A preamble appeared on the meeting agenda, since 
Enron, tax-exempt organizations are required to pay atten-
tion to protection of confl icts of interest. “It is the prac-
tice of the AIA Pennsylvania, A Society of The American 
Institute of Architects, and its members to comply strictly 
with all laws, including federal and state antitrust laws 
that apply to AIA Pennsylvania operations and activities. 
Accordingly, this meeting will be conducted in full compli-
ance with those laws,” AIA PA has developed confl ict of 
interest policies, records retention, whistle-blower, confl ict 
of interest and compensation of certain employees. Each 
AIA PA board member is required to prepare a Confl ict of 
Interest form and fi le with AIA PA.

AIA Pennsylvania will be celebrating their 100th anniver-
sary throughout 2009. An appointed Task Force will focus 
on planning the celebration during the Annual Confer-
ence/Architects Day/Awards Ceremony, September 
21-23, 2009.

Fran Harris presented the 2009 Legislative Agenda. High 
priority being Sustainable Communities, advocating for 
high performance building standards for state-funded 

buildings and shape guidelines, standards and programs 
for high performance buildings and energy effi ciency in 
Act 1 2008. Public Contracts, support modernization 
of the Separations Act, support renewal of the School 
Mandate Waiver Program and oppose state school clear-
inghouse mandate legislation. Moreover, Professional 
Practice, oppose sales tax legislation that includes a tax 
on professional services, support Mandatory Continuing 
Education legislation for registered architects in PA and 
oppose interior design practice act and title registration.

Medium priority, Uniform Construction Code (UCC), sup-
port implementation of UCC Review & Advisory Council, 
continue to participate in the UCC Collaborative to affect 
changes to administration of UCC, monitor UCC proposed 
amendments/changes and respond to specifi c bills that 
amend the code. Professional Practice, support ARE 
upon graduation and work with the Licensure Board on 
revisions to Architects Act & Regulations. In addition, Sus-
tainable Communities, fi nd sponsor to introduce Historic 
Preservation legislation that would provide incentives 
for residential and commercial historic rehabilitation in 
2009-2010 session.

Low Priority, advocated on an as needed basis, Profes-
sional Practice, monitor A/E Board Joint Committee 
activities and Public Contracts, oppose new referenda 
and Legislation will be monitored particularly concerning 
economic development, brain drain, transportation, open 
space and zoning. 

The meeting closed after the presentation of the pro-
posed new offi ce space design for AIA PA. The lease for 
new space is in negotiation by AIA PA. Architect, Frank E. 
Dittenhafer, II, FAIA explained the prepared design of the 
entire fl oor located in an offi ce building across from the 
State Capitol building. The space and the design will pro-
vide the AIA PA with a more suitable space to work and 
host visiting members and associated business. 

It was a great experience learning more about our state 
organization and meeting new members, renewing 
acquaintances with other members that I have crossed 
paths with at earlier AIA events.

By:  Allen Mullins, AIA

Recap of the First AIA PA Board Meeting for 2009



Browse for yourself at:
 www.library.cmu.edu/research/archarch/

  •80 YEARS AGO – February 1929 (Volume 9, No. 2)

The February 1929 issue of “The Charette” refl ected 
the good times we now refer to as the “Roaring Twen-
ties.  This issue contained 32 pages (including covers), 
compared to only 10 pages which my previous article 
noted was the size of the September 1933 issue.  The 
contents included 12 pages of advertisements, nu-
merous articles on the activities of both the Pittsburgh 
Architectural Club (P.A.C.) and the Pittsburgh Chapter 
of the AIA.  Several pages were devoted to summa-
ries of the January 1929 issues of the seven national 
architectural magazines; American Architect, Octagon 
(the Journal of the AIA), Architectural Record, Architec-
tural Form, Architecture, Architect, and Pencil Points.

The major news event was the death of the current 
President of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the AIA, Thomas 
W. Ludlow AIA on 28 January 1929.  Only 47 years 

old, the New York born Mr. Ludlow had graduated 
from Columbia in 1903, received his masters degree 
in 1906, and studied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in 
the Sorbonne from 1906 to 1908.  After returning to 
New York City, he taught at Columbia for 2 years, then 
at McGill, and in 1914 enlisted in the Canadian Army.  
After the “Great War” in 1919, he came to Pittsburgh 
to teach history and theory at Carnegie Institute of 
Technology, as well as establish the fi rm of Ludlow & 
Schwab.

  •70 YEARS AGO – February 1939 (Volume 19, No. 2)

With 12 pages of content “The Charette” is still de-
scribing the activities of both P.A.C. and the Pittsburgh 
Chapter of the AIA.  However it seems less a social 
magazine (an example: description of a New Year’s 
party in the February 1929 issue), but more educa-
tional.  The lead article titled “Community Planning in 
Architecture Education” by Francis O’Conner Church, 
an instructor at Carnegie Institute of Technology; dis-
cussed the changes in “Modern” architecture educa-
tion from the old Beaux Arts System.

A review of construction data supplied by the City of 
Pittsburgh Bureau of Buildings Inspection, shows that 
1938 had the average number of monthly building 
permits and had increased nearly 10%.

 •60 YEARS AGO – February 1949 (Volume 29, No. 2)

“Pittsburgh’s Journal of Architecture” was in the 
forefront of Post-World War II enthusiasm with a cover 
photograph of a contemporary trellis detail from the 
Fowler Residence in Sewickley Heights, PA (John 
Pekruhn, Architect).  Articles included the upcoming 
$5,000,000 renovation of the Write House (headlines:  
“Delirium Truman”), the new Pittsburgh Building Code, 
a residential steel home franchise, and the upcoming 
$15,000,000 construction program of the H.J. Heinz 
Co. which consisted of 4 new buildings by S.O.M.

Call it researcher’s surprise or coincidence, an article 
in the “Charette Vignette” column was on the busy life 
of recently retired architect Harvey Arthur Schwab AIA, 
the former partner of Thomas W. Ludlow AIA, whose 
death was announced in the February 1929 issue!

By:  Carl J. Handman, AIA
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From the pages of “The Charette”
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AIA NEPA Associate News
Greetings once again, NEPA Associates!  This update 
serves not only to inform our local Associates of some 
upcoming events and ideas, but also to reach out to 
our chapter board and our area fi rms to seek their 
support in the upcoming year.  

As I converse bi-monthly with Associates from across 
the state, a common obstacle that most chapters 
experience is low Associate member attendance at 
events.  Many chapters similar to ours in size have 
found that the best way to combat this problem is by 
reaching out to the chapter board and AIA members of 
area fi rms to request that they serve as our mentors, 
encouraging our attendance at AIA meetings and our 
involvement in the chapter.  They should be supportive 
of our Associates events and engage in discussion 
and brainstorming with us as we plan our own events.  
So, attention chapter board members and others in 
our local AIA community: if you have staff working 
in your offi ce who are eligible to become Associate 
members but are not, encourage them to fi ll out that 
paperwork, join and become involved!  If you have 
staff in your offi ce that is an Associate member but is 
absent from chapter meetings and events, bring them 
along with you to the events that you attend!  There 
are others ways that you can help……read on!

Hard Hat Tours:
Do you have an interesting local project that is under 
construction that you would love to show off?   The As-
sociates are looking for a chance to become acquaint-
ed while also satisfying some of those IDP credits.  We 
are looking for a fi rm to volunteer a Project Architect/
Manager to guide us around the construction site of 
their local architecture project on a “Hard Hat Tour.”  
Explain the unique challenges of the design process, 
the interesting details, the innovative materials, etc.  
E.mail me at egoodling@borton-lawson.com with 
ideas.  

ARE 4.0 Study Materials:
As part of their commitment to our Associate mem-
ber’s path to licensure, the PA Associates Committee 
has negotiated a deal with Kaplan to purchase the 
complete ARE 4.0 Study Library at a 20% discount.  
While this discount is helpful, the cost of the ARE 
library remains high, so we are seeking the assistance 
of local fi rms who are also committed to their Associ-
ate members to share the $1,200.00 cost.  Once 
purchased, the study guides will be available at a 

central location between Scranton and Wilkes-Barre 
for sign out by Associates for their test preparation 
needs.  Please contact me to discuss any ideas that 
you might have for sharing the ARE library or to pledge 
a contribution toward their purchase.     
     

IDP Mentoring Needs
For Associates just beginning the IDP process, and 
even those right in the middle of it, a frequent chal-
lenge has been fi nding a mentor with whom you can 
discuss the licensure process and the future of your 
career.  Several members of our local board have gra-
ciously agreed to make themselves available for men-
toring opportunities.   If you are looking for a willing 
and capable mentor, please e.mail me at egoodling@
borton-lawson.com and I will put you in contact with a 
member of our board. 

NEPA Welcomes a New Associate!
AIA NEPA and its Associates are pleased to welcome 
a new member to our chapter!  Reginald Miller, of 
Willow Design in Scranton joins us as an Associate 
member.  We look forward to meeting Reginald and 
seeing him become involved in our chapter.

By:  Erin K. Goodling, Assoc. AIA & NEPA Representative 
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AIA NEPA Tours Baut Studios:  January 21, 2009

Since 1927, Baut Studios has crafted a wide range 
of ecclesiastical items, including traditional leaded 
stained glass, sculptures and statuary, aluminum 
window frames and doors, and their patented struc-
tural stained glass system.  On Wednesday, January 
21, 2009, a large turnout of AIA NEPA members was 
invited to tour their workshops and design studios in 
Swoyersville.

We gathered in the Baut Studios showroom.  Many 
examples of their stained glass work and history were 
on display.  Gerhardt Baut brought out a bronze bust 
of Pope John Paul II, and explained the moulding 
and casting process needed to produce it.  Much of 
their sculptural castings are produced by the lost wax 
method by Italian craftsmen.  He also talked about 
the construction of the Vietnam Veteran’s memorial 
near the Luzerne County Courthouse in Wilkes-Barre.  
A great deal of research went into the development of 
the sculpture’s fi nish, which was carefully treated with 
hydrogen sulfi de gas to add a protective patina to the 

surface of the bronze.

Baut Studios is the world’s only manufacturer of 
structural stained glass, a product that they devel-
oped and patented.  Structural stained glass is able 
to sustain higher wind loads and structural loads 
than traditional stained glass, and is less expensive 
to fabricate.  It consists of stained glass sandwiched 
between aluminum sheets bonded with epoxy resin.  
The aluminum sheets are cut with a computer-con-
trolled CNC router based on AutoCAD drawings.  
Despite all the technology, there is still a large 
amount of hand craftsmanship that goes into the pro-
duction of each piece.   Baut keeps 1,800 different 
types of stained glass on hand.  Since a stained glass 
window is made up of many small panes of glass, all 
scraps of glass in the studio are retained and used, 
and nothing goes to waste.  

Their windows are shipped all over the world, includ-
ing Guam, Bosnia, and parts of Africa.  The structural 

Image of Conrad Baut explaining the CNC routerImage of full-scale paper patterns in the design studio
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stained glass windows travel well and are relatively 
easy to install.  They can be installed by anyone familiar 
with standard window installation.

Their building has been added on to over time, and 
consists of many labyrinthine spaces and workshops.  
We were shown the Baut design studios, a high-bay 
space with many tall hand-drawn patterns hanging on 
the walls.  There are also several fabrication areas for 
stained glass, aluminum windows and doors, sculptural 
construction and repair.  When Baut couldn’t fi nd the 
right equipment, they constructed their own saws to 
cut materials such as marble and metals.  With all their 
specialized equipment, spaces, and knowledge, there 
is hardly anything that Baut Studios cannot make.  

Following the tour, members of AIA NEPA were treated 
to a dinner hosted by Baut Studios.  AIA NEPA would 
like to thank the Baut family for a very interesting and 
informative tour of their facility.

By:  Joshua Cowder

Image of the Baut Family

Continued from page 6
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The weight of political infl uence upon the profession 
could be felt well before this year’s AIA Grassroots at-
tendees met on Capitol Hill to persuade their congres-
sional representatives of the AIA’s strategy for rebuild-
ing and renewing the nation’s ailing built environment. 
The week began with the senate defeating a bill that 
would have slashed funding for green building 
development, a victory that elicited much enthusiasm-
from the design community. By weeks end, however, 
sixteen billion dollars dedicated for school construction 
was stripped from the new administration’s economic 
stimulus package. Funds that were perceived by many 
to be essential to the survival of the design and con-
struction industries in our current economic crisis.

In the opening plenary session, Congressman Earl 
Blumenhauer, an honorary AIA member, produced a 
useful outline for thinking about the challenges archi-
tects face under the oppressive threat of the crisis and 
the restoring a crumbling infrastructure. Design that 
can stall or reverse the spectre of climate change. The 
need to build livable communities that are responsive 
to people’s changing needs. All these things represent 
professional obligations of the architect to the people, 
and moral obligations of the citizen-architect to civiliza-
tion. Every one of them also required the political arm 

Grassroots
of the AIA to secure resources embodied in the stimu-
lus.

The Congressman enumerated how such funds ought 
to be distributed in one version of an ideal scenario; as 
investments in water and sewer infrastructure, broad-
band communications, building for transit, and rein-
vestment in the environment. On these points, I didn’t 
disagree with him. All are worthwhile political commit-
ments for the design professional. Something seemed 
to be missing from this familiar assessment though. It 
was missing from much of the dialogue that took place 
over the rest of the legislative conference as well. It 
only found expression at the peer group meeting the 
next day, among PA design professionals.

How do we, as members of the Pennsylvania chapters 
of the AIA, deploy either economic resources or politi-
cal capital to make this much needed change, when 
we effectively have no regional planning? Through 
what channels can we implement any grand strategy, 
when these decisions are all made at the municipal 
level?

There is a dearth of professionals with planning cre-
dentials in our government, and the elective nature of 
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planning in the commonwealth doesn’t possess any 
real binding legislation compelling local ordinances to 
comply with state-wide plans. This is an effective ob-
stacle to any needed strategy more complex than the 
extremely local. Protection of forests from intensive log-
ging, establishment of wildlife corridors or large nature 
preserves for example. Or the steady deterioration of 
our historic buildings as plans for adaptive reuse of 
structures are arrested by antique building codes. Pos-
sessing the political will to intervene with design for the 
environment or urban centers means little without the 
ability to mobilize that will.

A model favoring insider deals over long term eco-
nomic growth and environmental stewardship has 
been institutionalized by section 303c, absolving those 
in elected offi ce from needing to reconcile develop-
ment or rezoning with any existing municipal land use 
plans. Consequently, even while excess sewer capacity 
exists in aging urban areas, new public sewer utilities 
in the state are constantly opening new peripheral 
land to development. Remarking upon this national 
trend (wherein the government fi nances the building 
of endless suburbs at taxpayer expense) at the Green 
Infrastructure Panel Discussion, Paul Farmer of the 

American Planning Association quipped the de facto 
federal policy on zoning and land use in the U.S. has 
been sprawl for some time.

Pennsylvania’s ability to mobilize design professionals 
for needed change is seriously impeded by the hyper-
localism of it’s planning, and the compartmentaliza-
tion of it’s local governments, leading to local projects 
often in confl ict with offi cial policy. The number of 
competing powers has frustrated efforts to establish a 
singular state wide economic development plan.

These concerns found expression again, during the 
conferences citizen architects workshop, but the panel 
could offer no real strategy for overcoming these 
kinds of entrenched governmental barriers to good, 
comprehensive design. The political maneuvering of 
the national body of the AIA made evident that as 
politically engaged architects, members of the Penn-
sylvania chapters of the AIA are confronted by chal-
lenges possibly unique among their peers. And they 
must formulate unique strategies to overcome them.

By:  Philip Durkin

Continued from page 8
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Featured Project:  Autism Center at the Friendship House in Scranton PA

The Friendship House in Scranton PA is an estab-
lishment whose mission is to help children on a 
number of differing issues.  Below is a caption 
from their website:

Each day in Pennsylvania, thousands of children 
struggle with emotional problems that keep them 
from laughing and learning as other children do, 
and the number is increasing.

Their situations include personal setbacks and 
family dilemmas that impact learning and social 
relationships.

Friendship House offers a full range of services for 
children with emotional diffi culties, from infants to 
adolescents, and their families.

Helping children develop as self-fulfi lled, caring 
individuals, ...helping families become centers of 
stability and guidance for children who depend on 
them.

Founded in 1871, as "The Home for Friendless 
Women and Children", Friendship House is among 
the oldest and largest children's mental health and 
child welfare organizations serving Eastern Penn-
sylvania.

Hemmler + Camayd Architects has been tasked 

with helping this great organization deal with one 
of this countries growing epidemics: Autism.  This 
disorder is receiving a lot of attention in the media 
and there is a good chance that each of you read-
ing this article knows someone with the disorder.  

Autism consists of a broad spectrum of disor-
ders.  The Nation Institute of Neurological Disor-
ders states: ‘Autism (sometimes called “classical 
autism”) is the most common condition in a group 
of developmental disorders known as the autism 
spectrum disorders (ASDs).   Autism is character-
ized by impaired social interaction, problems with 
verbal and nonverbal communication, and un-
usual, repetitive, or severely limited activities and 
interests.  Other ASDs include Asperger syndrome, 
Rett syndrome, childhood disintegrative disorder, 
and pervasive developmental disorder not other-
wise specifi ed (usually referred to as PDD-NOS).  
Experts estimate that three to six children out 
of every 1,000 will have autism.  Males are four 
times more likely to have autism than females. 

The statistics are staggering.  One in 150 children 
will receive a diagnosis and one in 100 boys will be 
diagnosed.  With that in mind many social service 
agencies are seeking ways to deal with the in fl ux 
of families and individuals needing help.  The wait-
ing lists are long and it is an extremely frustrating 
process to receive help.  

View of Entrance
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With all that in mind, the Autism Center at the 
Friendship House will establish a place for chil-
dren that are on the autism disorder spectrum.  
The project consists of a renovation to an exist-
ing storage facility that is part of the administra-
tion building for the organization.  The original 
schemes explored construction of a new facility 
but budget restrictions were going to inevitably 
limit the amount of program that could be built.  
The renovation of an existing 14,000 square foot 
under-utilized storage space was an easy choice 
to allow for more construction dollars to be put 
towards making spaces for children with the need.  
H+C worked closely with the autism staff as well 
as conducted research during the development of 
the design in order to best execute a project that 
addresses as many needs as possible.

The existing structure was cut into the side of a hill 
and to address the new entry, a (1) story volume 
was proposed to rise out of the existing roof to 
make way for a new entrance from a newly recon-
fi gured parking lot.  The parking lot is confi gured 
for cueing for student drop-off and spaces to ac-
commodate the expanded use of the building.  

The entrance volume consists of a glass tower that 
marks the entry and gives identity to the school 
and acts as the symbolic beacon as well with a 
covered drop off where all students are greeted by 
their teachers.  

Upon entry, users will descend into the main fl oor 
and enter a reception area.  Open and adjacent to 
the reception space is an area that is designated 
as a resource center.  The resource center is a crit-
ical component as it will act as a public outreach.  
The hope is that the general public can use this 
as a means to help them fi gure out the process of 
getting help and understanding the required steps 
to acquire it. 

A major challenge was the classroom layout rela-
tive to access to natural light.  Six of the nine 
classrooms are buried in the middle of the existing 
building footprint.  This need for natural light was 
addressed by cutting skylights into a roofed court-
yard thus using it as an organizing principle to con-

fi gure the classroom layout in conjunction with the 
existing structural grid.  All of the classrooms will 
have clerestory window bands that allow the natu-
ral light into each of the spaces.  The clerestory 
windows also limit the view outward.  This aspect 
helps to enable better inward focus on the child’s 
task at hand.  As part of the autism disorder, many 
contend with ‘attention to task’ abilities and while 
a large percentage of the classes are buried, they 
are not deprived of natural light.  Each classroom 
will also have doors with one-way vision panels for 
parents/ guardians to observer their children’s 
treatment and therapies from the corridor.

Classrooms are not typical in layout relative to 
mainstream schooling.  Each child will have their 
own workspace (similar to a cubical) to help with 
their ability to focus and the student/ teacher ratio 
is 1 teacher to 2 students in the younger years.  
As the children age, the ratio changes to a 1 to 5 
ratio.  

Other features in the program are an indoor court-
yard that serves as a year round play area where 
social and interaction skills can be developed as 
well as a place where decompression can oc-
cur, corridors wide enough for Big Wheels and a 
dining room with a full residential kitchen where 
children can learn to cook or work in a kitchen, 
and achieve a sense of independence and self 
reliance.  The hope is that the courtyard becomes 
a recognizable node to foster engagement and 
activity participation.  

While LEED goals are not a priority to achieve with-
in the project, the use of environmentally friendly 
materials with low VOC content is important.  The 
exact determination of the reasons behind what 
causes autism is still under research and there 
are a number of theories that exist.  Some theo-
ries include toxins in the environment in combina-
tion with other elements may lead to a cause so 
the use of ‘green’ materials with a low VOC con-
tent throughout the interior is appropriate.  

Other interior environment design features also 
attempt to create a framework that addresses is-
sues that autistic children contend with including 

Continued from page 10

Continued on page 13 with image on page 12
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                   P A U L  M .  S I N K A U S  
                                          Sales Representative 
 
2 Stevens Road                  1-800-829-6527 
Wilkes-Barre, PA  18702    (570)829-6525 
Email:  psinkaus@spi-co.com          Fax: (570)829-6528 
            Cell: (570)760-8293 
 
 
CEILING SYSTEMS  FIRE STOPPING 
Armstrong World Ind.  Nelson Firestop 
Tectum, Inc. 
Hunter Douglas   WALL COVERINGS 
Gordon, Inc.   Kemlite (FRP) 
    Conwed Designscape 
FLOORING SYSTEMS  Tectum, Inc. 
Armstrong World Ind.  Nudo Products   
Ardex Engineered Cements  
Henry Adhesives   TOILET PARTITIONS 
Roppe Corp   Scranton Products (Comtech) 
    Legacy 
TOILET ACCESSORIES Global 
Bradley 
Bobrick        And so much More…. Call Today! 

S P E C I A L T Y  P R O D U C T S  
&  I N S U L A T I O N  
“Commi t ted  to  Serv ice  Exce l lence”  
 

Main Floor Plan
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hyper-sensitivity on a number of sensory issues.  
Many autistic children are visually sensitive.  A 
soft, playful color scheme throughout the spaces 
avoids any type of jarring imagery or hue and the 
fl uorescent lights specifi ed are equipped with bal-
lasts that avoid fl ickering.  ‘Scary toilets’ will not 
exist.  Children with high sensitivity in their hear-
ing are plagued with the sounds that are delivered 
from high volume fl ushes.  The toilets that are 
specifi ed have a 3" fl ush valve that creates a quick-
er and quieter fl ush and still be forceful. While 
there will be a day that these children will have to 
experience the ‘scary toilet’ elsewhere; they will 
not have to worry about the issue in the autism 
center where they can focus on other therapies.

Support spaces include offi ces that are strategi-
cally placed to create interaction between the 
administrators, therapists, staff and the children; 
work areas for the creation of projects for therapy 
and a place where staff can ‘touch-down’ briefl y.  
Other spaces include a family conference room for 

small seminars, meetings and a large dining room 
that has a full residential kitchen for children for 
learn to become self reliant and self suffi cient.  A 
child that can achieve self reliance can live a more 
independent life.  

There are many challenges that individuals with 
autism face along with their families.  These 
challenges include a broad range of issues that 
the autistic individual contends with including 
social/ interaction with peers, verbal communica-
tion skills, repetitive behavior patterns as well as 
receiving help and understanding where to fi nd it.  
The Northeast Regional Center for Autism Spec-
trum Disorders at Friendship House will address 
a number of the issues in a many ways thru the 
execution of their program by their dedicated staff 
and hopefully the architecture and the environ-
ment will create a framework that will support and 
reinforce their efforts.

By:  Brian Doran, AIA

Stephen Siciliano

Manager

213 S. Seventh Ave.  Scranton, PA 18505 

Phone:  570-963-5951       800-679-5951 

Voice Mail:  800-704-7326 Ext 356 

Fax:  800-679-5950    Pager:  800-626-4392 Pin:  1067 

MARVIN WINDOW AND DOOR STORE 

Continued from page 12
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Photograph courtesy of Google Book Search

• March 4th Marywood Architecture School site
  tour and presentation on Chilled Beam
  Cooling Technology (presentation 
  RSVP only).

• March 19th NEPA Green Exchange: sustainability 
  symposium.  $15 dinner buffet for all 
  attending. Keynote speaker to be State
  Representative Ed Kuchinskie.

• April 23rd Tour of Mohegan Sun Equestrian Facil-
  ity and presentation by Mark Sobeck.

• May  AIA Film (date and title to be deter-
  mined)

• June 27th Tours of Ewing/Cole Offi ces and Citi-
  zen’s Bank Park (Philadelphia Phillies 
  Stadium). Date subject to change.

• November NEPA AIA Awards Banquet & AIA PA 
  Leadership Conference in Harrisburg.
   

AIA Scheduled Calendar of Events Recommended Reading
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210 Division St. 
Kingston, PA 18704 
(570) 288-7211 
Fax:  (570) 288-8553 
email:  office@cbiltd.com 

www.cbiltd.com 

Office Furniture & Systems by Steelcase & HON 

Filing & Storage Systems by Kardex 

Tate Access Floors 
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Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter
American Institute of Architects

Erika Satteson
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson
8 West Market St, Suite 1200
Wilkes Barre, PA  18701

Phone: 570-825-8758 ext.172
Fax: 570-825-3744
E-mail: esatteson@bcj.com

Sign up for the AIA NEPA e-mail list!

I f  yo u  a r e  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  o u r  e - m a i l s ,  s e n d 
an  e -ma i l  to  j osh@quad3 .com to  rece i ved 
i m p o r t a n t ,  c u r r e n t  i n fo r m a t i o n  r e g a rd -
i n g  a l l  A I A  N E PA  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  eve n t s



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF0050004400460020006e006f00200063006f006d007000720065007300730069006f006e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


